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Sri Lanka is vulnerable to climate change. As in other countries, its impacts are visible 
in human health, agriculture, water, ecosystems, wildlife, sea-level rise and extreme weather 
conditions. This paper reviews the current situation on vulnerability to climatic change in relation 
to the agricultural sector of the country. Agro ecological map which was developed in 1975 has 
been revised in 2003. This indicates the serious uses of the issues.  Countries staple crop 
production has been continuously affected due to drought, floods, temperature rise, and sea water 
intrusion etc. Other important plantation crops such as tea, rubber and coconut, and other export 
agricultural crops such as cinnamon, pepper, cloves and cardamom etc. will have positive or 
negative consequences due to climatic change. Other subsidiary food crops also may have 
affected. Possible increased frequencies of these climatic changes decline agricultural productions, 
decreases in real incomes as current food prices go up. Rural sector paddy farmers have shifted 
from farming, resulted about 63% of their mean household income is coming from non-
agricultural activities. As a consequences of all these impacts country has faced a food scarcity, 
decrease in real incomes as food prices go up rapidly. For the small marginal farmer, 
vulnerability to climatic change can mean indebtedness, loss of land etc. Impacts on women 
farmers will be adversely affected because of their traditional role as collectors of water, fodder 
and fuel. 

 
As adaptation strategies following steps can be suggested. Efficient water management 

in farming situations, use of micro irrigation systems, rehabilitation of large, medium and small 
water tanks, streams and dams, recycling of waste water if usable, follow soil and water 
conservation techniques, recommendation of crop by agro climatic zones, breeding of new 
varieties resistant to drought, pest and diseases, salinity, high temperature, and introduce short-
age varieties, launch awareness programmes and reinforce environmental laws and regulations to 
the maximum level. ( 308 words) 

 


